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Artist in
Residence
Ronald Hellen from 
Rye is often inspired 
by his surroundings

� She created an interior as 
curious and beautiful as that of 
Vanessa Bell’s house�

Maker of the 
month 
Julie Rezac from 
Balcombe has  
long been fascinated  
by the ancient art of 
letter cutting.

MARCH
EDITOR’S 

PICK
Pass it On
Appearing at the 
Capitol, Horsham 
until 21 March, 
these are previously 
unseen highlights 
from Chichester 
Festival Theatre’s 
archive, named 
Parkland to 
Performance. 
The Pass it On 
project exists to 
capture and share 
the theatre’s 
heritage with the 
help of the 
community.

Angela Wintle, Literary Life
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R
onald Hellen was born in 
Radcliffe, a suburb of 
Manchester, and moved 
southwards with his family 
in the 1960s. “I have lived in 

Sussex since the early 1970s, firstly in 
Hastings before settling in Rye,” he says.  
“I always wanted to enjoy the pleasure and 
atmosphere of living by the coast and 
Sussex has much to offer artistically in 
terms of its seaside architecture and the 
landscape of the downs. I like Rye because 
it is a satisfying size, it is not overwhelming 
and the setting is always inspiring.”

Having studied for a Diploma in Art and 

Design at Maidstone Art College, Ronald 
gained entry to the Royal Academy Schools 
where the renowned artist Edward Bawden 
RA was one of his tutors. Since leaving art 
college, Ronald has held various part-time 
art teaching posts and has worked as an 
environmentalist. He is now retired and 
devotes himself to painting full-time, 
dividing his time between painting in 
Suffolk and Sussex.

“I always knew that I wanted to do 
something associated with art,” says 
Ronald of his path to becoming an artist.  
“I began studying art at the age of 15 and 
from that time onwards, art excluded 

everything else.”
A piece he particularly treasures is his  

oil painting showing the view of the 
summer house in Gildredge Park, 
Eastbourne (above right). “The painting 
encapsulates all that I find of interest in a 
subject – there is a mystery to the building 
and it seems at odds with its environment. 
I also like the juxtaposition between the 
summer house and the tennis court in the 
background, which seems to highlight the 
contrast between the dark and surreal 
elements of the building with the 
movement and light of the tennis players. 
The timeless quality of the Regency 

Artist in 
residence

Ronald 
Hellen,
Rye

Warehouses, Rye
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ART

Gallery returns to Alfriston
Shortly after the closure of the 
Alfriston Gallery a new gallery 
has recently opened in its place. 
Alfriston Arts features the work 
of established and emerging 
local artists as well as a range of 
British-made gifts and 
homeware.

Until 7 June
Edward Burra - A Rye View
Jerwood Gallery, Hastings
The exhibition forms part of an 
In Focus series in which a work 
from the Jerwood Collection is 
the starting point for a 
small-scale show. Burra’s The 
Churchyard, Rye will act as the 
starting point, and highlights will 
include The Harbour, Hastings 
(1947) and a rare portrait  
of Burra by his friend, artist 
John Banting.

21-22 March
Sussex Guild
Stanmer House, Stanmer Park, 
Brighton
10am-5pm. Visitors will find  
a spectacular variety of work  
by Sussex Guild designer 
makers showing their unique, 
well-designed and beautiful 
crafts. Admission: £3

 
27 March-31 May
Our Place: Annual Schools 
Exhibition 2015
Towner Gallery, Eastbourne 
This year’s theme invites school 
children to look at the built 
heritage of the South Downs - 
whether ancient or modern, 
domestic or industrial, places of 
worship or commemoration.

Exhibition Highlights  Edited by Erica Gilbert

summer house also contrasts with the 
modern activity of the tennis match. 
Discovering the summer house in 
Gildredge Park was a delightful surprise 
and I always enjoying revisiting it.”

Good materials, Ronald says, are of 
utmost importance when creating art. 
“Secondly,” he adds, “be very selective in 
influences to avoid a confusion of styles.  
And paint things that you know something 
about and that mean something to you.”

He also cites that the key is practice, and 
not being too influenced by any one tutor. 
“And finally, if you have a spark of 
imagination or genius, then you are 

fortunate indeed.”
Being based in Sussex has helped 

Ronald’s work enormously. “It features 
regularly in my work and is a continuing 
source of inspiration – the county has  
a lot to offer on many different levels.   
I have drawn inspiration from its seaside 
architecture, the downs, its history and  
the general colour and atmosphere of  
the landscape.”

He very much enjoys taking 
commissions, as he says “I gain a lot of 
pleasure from fulfilling a client’s brief. It  
is often easier to be given a subject to 
depict rather than an unstructured request 

for a picture when the number of  
subjects is so infinite.”

Ronald’s work has been exhibited at  
the Royal Academy Summer Exhibition, 
the East Sussex Open at the Towner in 
Eastbourne and the Llewellyn Alexander 
Gallery in London, among many others.  
This year he hopes to exhibit at the Little 
Chelsea Gallery and the Towner, both  
in Eastbourne, and in private commercial 
galleries in Brighton.  
www.ronaldhellen.wordpress.com �

For commissions, please email  
ronald.hellen@btinternet.com

Summer House, Gildredge Park, Eastbourne Allotments Winchelsea


